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& nier ok all thyn⸗ 
iges“, the Father 
iy and goddneſſe of 
eee both male and ke⸗ 
male. of bps great born itpfulneg, 
bath create mankynce lyne vito 
bpm felfe, he made thein nan and 
oman. The diueriſtie of which 
two kyndes, ſtandech onelp in the 
fond2p lituation of the he dily par 
tes, in whiche the pico! weneratts 
on tequtreti à neceſſat⸗ diff ercce, 
He hath giuen but ore fimilictuire 
and lykenes of the folviz,co bothe 
male and Female, betchene whole 


ſobbles there t5 noo Manes dylte⸗ 


1 Melt, rente 


e whey & nott⸗ 


. 
kl 


Geh 
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“tence ol kynd. The woman hathe 


we. 20. 
Marc. 12. 
t. 22. 


that (ame mynd that a man hath, 
that ſame teaſon and fpeche, He 
gothe to the (aime ende of biyſkul⸗ 
nes, where all be noo exceptton 
of kynde. Foꝛ alter the euangelt⸗ 
call truthe, they that tpfe in they 

obone pꝛoper kynde, Mall not ble 
the offpce of theyꝛ kynde. but the 
lpkenes of angelles s pꝛomyſed 
vnto theym. Ind thus betwene 
man and woman by lubſtance of 
the loule, one bath no higher pres 
emynente of nobplptpe aboue the 
other, but both ok them natural⸗ 
lp haue equall Libettte of diguitte 
and woꝛthyneſſe. But all other 
thynges. the which be in man. be⸗ 


ſydes the dyupne ſubſtance of the 


fowle, in thole thynges the excels, 


lente and noble womanheed in 8 


— maner tofpnptelp dothe excel the. 
: e tudẽ 


YYOÓOM AN '*YNDÉ. 
ttide qrofle kynd of men, the toljfs i 


che thyng we Mall plapniy pꝛoue 
tobe true, not with counterkapte 
end fapie fatterpng woꝛdes, noꝛ 


allo with the ſubtpll ſophtmes o£ 
Logike, wherivith manp ſophi⸗ 
(ict5 were vont to blynde and de⸗ 
cepue men, but by the auctoꝛptye 
of moſte excellent auctours, and 
tue waters of hiſtoʒps, and with 
mantleſt realons, pea with the te⸗ 
Gimonres of holpe ſcrypture, and 
by the odpnances and conſtitu⸗ 
tions of lawes. 
(TY pit to entet into this matter 
the womã ts made fo muche moze 
excellent than man, in howe mo⸗ 
che the name that ſhe hathe recep⸗ 
ued, is moze excellente than hys. 
Foz Adam foundeth Erthe, but 
Eu is interpꝛetate lyke: and as 
us ag the Ipfe doth excel erth. 
fit, ae 


b. 23 


OE 


NOBILITIZ QP. 
fo moche the woman is to be pꝛe⸗ 
ferred aboue the man. Noꝛthere 


is no tauſe why this chulde be cad 


led a feble argumet, to gyue inge 
ment ok thynges by the names. 

4102 we knowe, that the hyghe are 
tyficer and maker of thinges and 


names, fpatt dyd knowe the thyn⸗ 


ges, betoze he named them, which 
ko ag moch as he could not be de 
cepued, fo? thps purpoſe he made 
the names, thgt it mpaht expzelle 
the nature, pꝛopertye, and fe ol 
the thpuge . Foz the ttouthe or 
antpque names 18 ſuche, as the 
Verape Ronayne lawes teſtptpe, 
that the (elte names areconfonds 
tothe thingeg, aud manikeſt fone 
kicatious ot then. Therkoze an ar 
gument o£ Coe names ok thingeg 
amonges dpupnes and latopatg, 
15 of D rial As bor rebe 


a best; 
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tosttte of f2abal, alter his nam 
is a tole, and kolyſhenes is with 
him. Ok this Paule in bys Ept⸗ 
(tle to the Hebꝛewes. purpoſynge ves e 
to ſhewe the ercellency ol Chꝛyſte ied 
pleth this argument. lapeng:that 
he is made as moch moꝛe excellet 
than the aungels, as he bath enhe 
rited a name moze excellente than 
they. And in an other place. God. 
bath gyuen bpm a name, the wht pua s 
che is aboue al names. that in the | 
name of Jeſu, cuccp. knee Mall 
botve both of thynges in heauen. 
ofthpnges bpon earth cof thyn⸗ 
ges vnder theearth. Ff urtherſthis 
thynge to appꝛoue) there is no 
ſmal ſtrengthe of lawes, compꝛe⸗ 
hended aus conteyned in the bons 
des of woꝛdes, in fignification of 
woꝛdes, in conditions and demon 
rations, in conditions annexcb, 

„ te da. ond; 
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and luche other hpnbes of dylpu⸗ 


dE % 


tations, and bighepopntes, and 
tytles o£ thelawe, as in the fame 


tytles.and other lpke, a man may 
pertepue. Foz loo we make argue 


mente and reafons in the lawe or 
the interpꝛetation o£ the name, al 
fo of the ſtrength ol the woꝛd and 
vocable.Mozeouer, of the inter⸗ 
pꝛetation of the name, and alfo o£ 


the dykpnption, and compofitíon 


and ozder of the worde. Foz the 
lawes thepm lelkes do quyckelpe 
anb ſhatpely conſyder the lignifi⸗ 
Cations of the names, that o£ thé 
they myghte fome thynge inter⸗ 
pꝛetate. 
Allo Cypzian againſte the Fes 
es argueth, that the forte man, 
Adam, tecepued bps name of the 
WU. pilncppal pattes of the wold, 
that 18, Catt, wea, Qoꝛth, and 
: EE South 
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Southe. and in tbe fame bobebe 
dothe expound the fame name, As 
dam, becaufe erth was made fle(, 
altbougbe ſuche expolition dothe 
dyfler krom the tradition and teas 
chyng of Moles, fens among the 

Mebzewes it is not troptten with 
foure but with. iii. letters. vet foa 
all that, this expoſition in fo holy 
à man is not to be dyſpꝛapſed, fo? 
ag moche as he was not lerned in 
the Hebzewe tongue, the whiche 
bctpe many ſaynctes and expoſp⸗ 
Cours of holye ſcrypture, to tep: 
(mall blame knewe not. But ik 31 
can not haue lyke leaue and liber 
tpe fo? the pꝛayſe ok womanheed. 
after my mynde and iugement, to. 
ble lyke etymologte and declara⸗ 
tton of the word and name of gue, 
at the leaſte lette me be ſulfered to 
Apeake this one thynge out of the 
Ae J. b. uite 


* 
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miſticall decrees, and agreeable 
wylles of the Cabaliſtis, the very 


name ok a woman to haue more 


affinitie with the inelfable and in 


enatrable name ot the diuine po⸗ 
wer almyghtype, called Tetragrama: 


maton, than the name of man, the 
whiche with the name of god, nei⸗ 


ther in letters no2 in figure, no in 


noinbꝛe Doth agree. 

¶ But nowe we topll leaue thele 
thynges, koz they be tedde of fet, 
and ol kewer vnderſtande & they 
requpꝛe a longer pꝛoceſſe than ts 


mete to be ſpoken okhere. Inthe 


meane ſeaſon, we wol ſerche oute 
the excellencie of womanheed not 
of the name onelp, but of the very 
thynges, duettes, and merites. 


Therkoꝛ let vs (as they fap) (ecco 
the ſcriptures and takpuge oute 


grounde at the fozſte creation, v 
T | 8 


— — — 
— M 
PLU ur. c SI, 


YY OMAN X YNDE, b ken 
vs bifpute and reaſon, what dig⸗ 
nitie woman obtepned aboue ma, 
whanne (e was kyzſte made. we 
knowe, that whatlo euer god als 
myghty made do chiekely piffette 
in this point, that certain ol them 
Muld abyde and remapn fo? euer 
moe incoꝛruptible and withoute 
putrifaction, and certaine ſhuld 
be ſubiecte bnto coytuption , mus 
tabilitte and change. And in crea⸗ 
tynge thoſe thynges, god pꝛoce⸗ 
ben foꝛwarde, after thys oꝛder he 
begaunc at the moze noble and er 
cellente of one thynge. and ended 
at the moſt noble of an other. And 
thus be created incoꝛruptible an⸗ 
gels and foules : £o2 fo Doth ſaint 
sJuguftpne dilpute a tcafon, that Aug. (up. 
the foules of out kpꝛſte parcuteg, Gen. li. 7. 
were created with angels , befoze 
the bodyes were made, Turther⸗ 
it moze 
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moze he created incoꝛruptible bo⸗ 


dies, as the heuẽs, the Gecces and 
tbe elementes incoztuptible, but 
ſubtecte to dpuers mutations t of 
the whiche he made al other thin⸗ 
ges that be ſubiecte vnto coꝛrup⸗ 


tion. From the moze vyler by le⸗ 


uerall degrees and oꝛders ok dig⸗ 


nitie, agapne aſcendynge and go⸗ 


inge bp vnto the perkectton of the 
hole woꝛlde. Firſte he made mines 
tals: thanne thynges vegetable 
plentes and trees:after that thin⸗ 
ges lyuinges, than bꝛute beaſteg. 
fome crepynge, ſome ſwymmpng. 
ſome flepnge. Fpnallp he created 
two creatures Ipbe to bpm felle, 
fpꝛſt the male, and laft the females 
in whiche female, the heuens. the 


etrthe, and al the goodly oznament 


of the fame, were perfepted and 
kullp finiſhed. Foz the maker com. 
oh Wynge 
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mynge to the creation of woman. 
eſted at her, as hauynge bekoze 
ig handes nothynge moze hono⸗ 
cable to be made, and in her al the 
wiledome and pober o£ the crea⸗ 
toʒ came to concluſion and ende: 


E 


after the which there tan no ctea⸗ 


ture be found oꝛ imagined. Than 
ſeing a woman is the laſt of creas 
tures the full ende, moſte perfect 
of all goddis wozkes, and ok the 
fame the verp perfection: who wol 
deny a woman to be the moſt woz 
thy a moſte excellent of all creatu⸗ 


res without whom P berp world, . 


no we beynge kyniſhed, and in all 
thynges mofte perkectelp accom⸗ 
plplſhed, ſhulde haue ben vnper⸗ 


kecte, the whiche coude none other 


topfe be perkyted, thanne with the 
mooſte perfectelt of al creatures. 
Foz it were ageynſt reaſon and a 
Puis thpng 


: ONOBILITTE or? 
thynge, bnfemelp to chynbe, thas 
god wold kiniſh logret a woꝛke (rj 
any vnperkect thing. But bicauſe 
the woꝛld it (elfe, as the abfolute; 
hole, and moſt perkect cyzcle, was 
created of god, the fame cpacle 
mult nedes be ended in that lpttel 
patte, whiche myghte couple and 
toptie within it ſelke the kyzſte of 
all thynges with the laſte ok all 
thynges with one knotte. £508 
woman, whanne the wozlde was 
mabe, was the laſte in tyme, and 
laſte made: and the fame woman 
pattlp in auctoꝛytp, but chefelp in 
dignitie, was the fpr of all thin⸗ 
ges, concepued in the mynde of 
god as it is tojptten o£ her by the 
piophete: Before the heuens wete 
made, god dyd chole her, and he 
chole het, before all other cteatu⸗ 
ves, Foz this is a common cons 
pu cluliog 
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cluſion among philoſophers(ik 31 
mape vle theyꝛ woꝛdes / The ende aritvts 
alway is in the fyꝛſt entetion, and de audit 
in the dede is the laſte. Do a wo⸗ 
man was the laſte woꝛke ol god, 
formed into thys 1021D as quene 
of the (ame, into her prepared pas 
layce, garnpſhed with all pleaſu⸗ 
ges plentpfullp. Therkoze euetye 
creature woꝛthelploucth reueren⸗ 
ceth a (ertet her. and woꝛthply 
ig ſubiect, and obepeth vnto her. 
which is of al creatures the abſo⸗ 
lute quene, ende, perkeccion, c glo 
ty by al wayg and meanes her 
korsthe wyle man faptbe, volo fo Saplge 

ath god with him, reiapſeth. and 

in ba rte cõmendeth tbe gentil naz 
ture of woman, ve and the lozd of 
all thynges bpm lelke loueth her. 
GT By reafon of the plate alfo, in 
€ the woman was created, 
| bole 


frt. * 
iT 


ONO BIL ETE or 
E katre (he paſſeth man in no⸗ 
bleneſſe, holy wꝛytte both witnells 


2 »» Hntobs mooſte plenttkullpe. Foz 


where the woman was made in 
Patadpſe, a place mooſte noble 
and plealaunt, anonge aüngel! 
les: the man was made! Uithöut 
Patadple, in the wpelde kyelde a⸗ 
monge bzute beaſtes. after Ward. 
to thintent, that woman ſhuld be 
created, he was bꝛoͤught into Das 
rabyſe. And thertoze che wonian, 
endowed with the peculyar gptté 
of Matuce, as ſhe. were accuſto⸗ 
med to bein the hygheſt place of 
her creatté,thougy ſhe lone dobon 
ward from neuer lo highs plate, 
pet ſhe neyther ſalkceth noo feleth 
anp whirling o2 lwimming in bes 
heed. ne her cles dalyl not, like as 
tt is wonte to chaunce to men. 
@ pm wo . 
man 


„„ 
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man to be in lyke peryll of dꝛow⸗ 
nynge with a man. Me without as 
ny outwarde Delpe, ſwuymmeth a 
lolte longer than the man, wohtche 
ſoner ſpnketh, aud goth downe to 
the bottom. 
And that the dygnytie of the 
place maketh moche to the nobp⸗ 
litie ok manne, the ciuill lawe and 
humaine conſtitutions do plapn⸗ 
ly affttmce, and the cuftome ok all 
nations Doth chyekly obferue this 
thynge, not onctp in men, but ala 
fo in other beaſtes, vea and in the 
eſtimatton of thynges hauyng no 
ipfes Foꝛ the moe woꝛthye place, 
that any thing ts boꝛn o2 bꝛought 
bp in, tbe more noble it is iudged. 
Wherkoze Iſaac commanded his 
ſonne Jacob. that he ſhoulde not 
tabea wyfe of the lande ok Cana 
an but ol Melopotamte in Sp⸗ 
B cid, 


| " 
enn e, 
Tia, beynge of better eſtymatton. 
Ind vnto this, is not moche vn⸗ 


lyke, whiche is ſpoken in the gol⸗ 
pell o£ John, where Philip ſatd:, 


noe haue founde Jelus the fonne 
of Joſeph o£ Nazareth. And Aa 
thanael ſaid to hym: volat good 
can come oute of Mazareth 7 But 
noh let vs lpeke of other matters 
Q[ 3 woman doth palle a man in 


the matettall (ub ſtance of her cre⸗ | 


ation. Foꝛ ſhe was not made ot a 


ny creature wantyng Ipfe a foule, — 


010f the vyle clap o2 Byate, as the 


man was, but ot aà matter puriki⸗ 


ed and lyuelp, hauyng a teaſona⸗ 
ble ſoule, and a godly minde. Fur 
thermoze, god made manne of the 
ertbe, tobicbe naturally bꝛyugeth 
forthe all kyndes of beaſtes and 


lyuely creatures, by the woꝛking 


togither of the heuenly inkluence: 


but 
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but the women, aboue aL heuenly 
influence and pꝛomptnes of na- 
ture, and without any other ope⸗ 
tetton d power, was onelp made 
ok god, full dedkaſt and perkite in 
all thinges, the man in the meane 
fcafon lalynge one of his tybbes. 
ok the whiche ſhe was made, that 
ig to ſay.Eue of Adam fleping, e ina 
that fo ſoundly, that he could not 
fele his ribbe plucked away. And 
thus, man is the woꝛke ok nature. 
and womanne the workeok god. 
Ind therfore the woman is many 
tymes moze apt and mete then the 
man, to recepue the heuenliy light 
and bꝛyghtnes. and is otte reple⸗ 
nyſhed therwith:bihꝛche thong t$ 
eafy to be ſcue, by her cle pacte, 
d matucpleus faite beautpe. JF 0 
leyng tbatbeautte it elfe is none 
ee but the clere bught⸗ 

V. li. nes 
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nes ok goddes bifage naturallpe 
lette in thinges. rpght faye ſhy⸗ 
nynge in the beautikull bodies o£ 
creatures:he therfore hath choſen 
women before men. to be far more 
endobed, and moſte abundantly 
cepleniched therwith. Che propre 
bobp of a woman in lyght and fea 
lynge, is moſte delicate and plea⸗ 
ſant: her fleſhe fofte and tender: 
her colour faire and clere:her [kin 
fofte and ſlyk e. her head comelpe, 
and decked with heare lokte lyke 
ſylke, long. and ſhynyng lyke the 
golde wpze:her countenaunce fo- 
bꝛe: her loke and chere merpe and 
pleaſaunt: her face moſte fapie o£ 
all creatures. her necke white as 
milke:her kozhed large and high: 
her eies rollyng and ſhyning like 
ctiſtall, verpe ampable gladſome 
and M : ber bzowes aboue 
them, 


YYOMAN KYNDE, .§ jJ 
them. wel fette togyther tn pꝛopꝛe 
thyn circles, with a comely plapns 
nefle,Deutded equally with a feate 
diſtaunce, betwene the which, out 
of the middeſt, dilcendeth tbe nofe 
ftrapghte andtreattle: bnbet the 
which is her ruddp mouthe, with) 
foft and tender Ipppes, Ful propre 
Ip p;opo2ctoneb : within the wht 
che, whan che lmpleth, her teeth 
do ſhyne forthe, beinge but lyttell 
ones, aub fette (regali order, as 
white as the puojyp, and not ſo ma 
ny in numbze as a man bath, £o; 
che is nother gteatte cater, by tar, 
noꝛ gnawer: And rounde aboute 
them tryſe bp her iawes, e cbches, 
with tender loktnes, as ruddy ag 
tofe, and replenyſhed with Mame 
laſtnes: her chynne rounde, tote 
a pꝛety pyt therin. Under this ſhe 
bath à (mati nccke.ſomwhat long 

B. tut. und 
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and ſtreighte vpryght frome her 
rounde ſhulders, with a delpcate 
weſande, whytelp, and meanlpe 


thicke and bigge: her voytelmal 


and ſhꝛylle: her ſpeche lowe and 
ſwete: her bꝛeaſte bꝛode and well 
fetteour, clothed with enen lleche 
and hardyes of her pappes, tubía 
che ate round and enen as her bes 
ly is: her ſydes ate ſokte and ten⸗ 
det:her backe plapn and ſreyght 
her armes long aud ful: her han⸗ 
des white and fofte, with fingers 
longe and (mall, ſtretched Forth a 
length from the ioputes, and pies 

ꝛly let and knytte to gither:her 
hyppes, thpes, and legges, well 
bꝛawned fieſhy and full: her fine 
gets endes and toos are pꝛopꝛe c 


rounde, lyke à lyttel circle, and al 


the pattes of her body well kurni⸗ 
fib with humour. Mone ouct, 
her 
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her pace and going is right cote. 
ly: het mouynge honeſt: her poꝛt 
and chere very cõmendable: and 
in the oꝛder of al the body, in ſhap 
kigure pꝛopoꝛtion and diſpolition 
aboue al other Mets farce the fai 
ecft creature. In al the hole heape 
of creatures, there is noo thynge 
fo wonderkull to (ce, ne noo mita 
cle ſo maruaplouſe to beholde. In 
ſo moche, that there is no man, ex⸗ 
cepte bebe Gavke blynde, but he 
mape fce, that god hym (elfe cons 
ieſted and heaped togyther in wo 
nan, what fo euer was beautiful 
in all the holle wonlde: which caus 
fctl) esterp creature to be aſtonyed 
and ama ſed at het: pea and many 
wayes they lauen and wozſhpppe 
her:in £o moch that we leit chance 
olte tymes, that the bodiles (pitt: 


412 


tes and diuels are ardently taken — 


B. iti. and 


Jen. 9« 
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and raupſhed with the beautie or 


women. out of al meaſure: which 
opinion is not kalſe. but the truth 
by many erpetpences is notablye 
knowen. Ind to palle ouer thofle 
thynges, that the poetes haue lett 
to bs in wzytynge. ok the loue of 
the goddes. and of theyz loucrs & 
concubines, as of Apollo. Daph⸗ 
nes. Meptunus, Salmonea, Hera 
cules, Hebe, 3iole, Omphale, and 
of the other goddis louers,pe and 
manp ok Jupiters him ſelk: This 
gyfte of beaute fo diuine, fo belo⸗ 


ucd ok god and man, holpe waptte 


in many places doth hyghly coms 
mende and pꝛaple. aboue al other 
gykles and qualities. Foꝛ it is ren 
in Genelis, That the chyldzen of 
god. leinge the daughters of men 


that they were faire, did choſe and 


tole onto oen wpucs, luche as 
they 
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they liked. we rede allo ok yas 
ta, the wyke of Abraham, that Me Cen. in. 
was kapꝛe, pea the fatreſt ot al wo 
men on the erthe. Soo whan the 
feruant of Abzaham, had fene Re Cen 20. 
becca, a maide of excellẽt beautye, 
he ſaid lecretly to bpm lelke, This 
15 ſhe.whiche god bath prepared 
£o? Iſaac the ſonne o£ Abꝛaham. 
Ind Abigail. tbe wyke of the wic⸗ 
ked churle Maball, was prudence 
wyſe and fapre: wherby ſhe laued 
the life and goodes of her hulbaͤd 
fromthe Facpe of kynge Dauid. Reg 15 
and the p ell man was laued bp 
the fapze woman, fo? Dauid ſayd 
to her thele woꝛdes: Go pcafablp 
into thy houſe: loo, I haue harde 
thy vopte, and honoured thy face, 
Foz leynge that all beautie is, cps 
ther ſpirituall, vocal. o2 coꝛpoꝛal. 
Abtgail was all fapze, in pzuden⸗ 

B. b. cy o£ 


Re g. 1i. 


Reg. 1. 


leſter. 1. 
t. 2, 


„ Moire 
cp of fpitite, in eloquẽce of ſpech. 
and benutie of body: whiche caus 
fed Dauid. alter the dethe okt Ma⸗ 
ball her hulbande, to take her to 
his wyke. And Wathfaba, was a. 
womanne of fo excellent beautie, 
that Dautd. beinge rauiſhed and 
taken with her loue.akter the deth 
ok her hulband, exalted her aboue 
all other, to be his wyke d quecue, 
Allo Abifag, a Sunamite, by tea 
fon ſhe was a mayden moſt fatte, 
was cholen out, to lye with kyng 
Dauid, waxinge very olve, to tC: 
Kore his naturall hete. Woherkoꝛe 
the aged kynges wyll was, highs 
ly to ãduance her in honour. And 
alfo after the dethe of this migh⸗ 
ty kynge, ſhe was enterteyned as 
à queene. We rede of the excellent 
beautie of queene Uaſti and alfo 
ok Heſter, which was pou 
| 03€ 
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fore the other, bycauſe (De toas 

moze goodlye and kapze of kate. 

qe rede ol Judith. whole fayze· lus etae, 

neſſe god lo moche enctealed, that 

all that behelde her, were wonder⸗ 

fully amaſed. And ſhoztly to ſpeke Dan. iz. 

we rede that Sulanna was be: 

ry delycate goodly and beautikul. 

e rede allo, that after Jobs dy⸗ Iob vlr. in 

ners temptations, vexattous, and fine. 

greuous troubles kmyſched. befpz 

des all other chpnaes, whiche is 

gret pacicuce deſerucd, god gaue 

puto tpm tbaec daug! ters kapzer 

thauive thice Charites, pea there 

were Found no where fo fapze wo⸗ 

men. Sol ouer, we mape rede 

hiſtoꝛics of holy vpzglus, doubt⸗ 

les to our gret wonder, howe fat, 

Howe beautpkullthey were avoue 

al other the chudꝛe of men. whofe 

laude and panple the catholphe 
churche 
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churche dothe ſolempnely ſynge: 
but ſpecially tbe pꝛayſe of the im⸗ 
maculate and vndekiled pꝛinceſſe, 
the mother of god, the virgin ha 
tie: whole fapʒe beautie the ſonne 
and moone woder at, From whole 
moſte Capre bilage, fo great cleres 
nes of beautíe, with chaſtitie and 
holynes dyd ſhyne, that although 
fe moued the myudes, and lyke⸗ 
wyſe the etes of all men, pet fo2 al 
that.no moꝛtall man at any tyme, 
was allured o2 inticed by her beu⸗ 
tie. ones to thynke amp(te, 

QL Thole thynges (all thoughe 
ſome what at lengthe) J haue res 
herſed vnto you, and that almoſt 
the bety (elfe Came woꝛdes out ot 
holy {cripture, where mention o£ 
beautie is fo ofte made: to the in⸗ 
tent we (hulde plapnely perceyue, 
that the beautie ol women is not 
sf onclp 
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onclp among men, but alfo of god 
hyghly eſtemed and honoured. | 
¶ In an other place of holy {crip Num. 1. 
tute we lyke wyle rede, that god 
commanded all the men, and men 
childꝛen, to be llayne: but the faire 
women to be laued. In the booke Deut. 21. 
of Deuteronomp it was permpt⸗ 
ted to the chyldꝛen of Ffraclleche 
to choſe hym a fapie womanne to 
wyke. ok thole that were taken pop 
ſoners. | 
CL And belpdes this wounderkull 
beautíc, woman is endowed with 
a certaine diguttie and wozthines 
of honeſtie, whiche is not gyuen 
to man: koꝛ the heare of her head 
hangeth do bne foo lowe, that ps 
wyll couer and hyde all the pꝛyuy 
partes of her body Farther, it is 
not nedekull £o a woman, to bans. 
dle thele partes ol het body, in the 

. woskes 
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forges of Nature. whiche man 
cuſtomably vſeth to doo. Finally 


., faaturebatoefoo woundetkullpe 


wꝛought £02 the comelynues of wo 
man, that her pasute partes ar not 
ſo appatant as mans. but ſet in a 
place moe ſecretely. Ind nature 
bath gyuen more (Damftatincs to 
woman than to man. Wherkoze it 
bath ofte chanced, that à woman. 
greuouſelp opfcafeb in her pattie 
partes, hath cholen rather to dye, 
than to abyde the ſyght and hand 
lynge of the ſurgtan, to be cured 
and healed. Ind this ſhamekaſto 
honeſtie thep obferue and kepe, 
both in dpenge, anvarter they be 
dead: as it apperetij by them that 
be dꝛowned. Foꝛ as Plinie and ex! 
perience wituellen, a woman ly⸗ 
eth grouelyng whan (De is deade⸗ 
bythe kauour that nature bereth⸗ 
| to hes 
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to her ſhamefaſte honeſtie: but a 
man lwymmeth bpryghte on his 
backe. Farther, the moſt wozthye 
parte of man, wherby we chiefly 
difterre from other bzute beaſtes, 
and doo repꝛelente the dyuine nas 
ture, ig the heade. and in it chiekly 
the countinaũce. Ttuely a mans 
heade is dekozmed with baldnes. 
and conttatp, a womanne bp the 
great pꝛyuilege of nature. is not 
bald. Mozeouer, the countinance 


and face of mau is (bp the bearde 


to hym hatefu!) fo okt defiled and 
bpd with filthy heateg. that ſcarſe 
from bꝛute beaſtes De may be dil⸗ 


730 


terned, in woman contrarp wife, - 


the face Doth alway remapn pure 
and comelp. Wherkoze it was de 


creed in the law of the. xii. tables. 
that women ſhuld not ſcrape nop. 


no tbep? chebes, leaſte at anp. 
tyme 
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tpme the bearde ſhuld growe out, 


and ſhamkaſtenes be bpd. Allo 
of the clennes and puritte of t»o- 
man, this mape be to all men the 
moſte eupdent argumente and to⸗ 
ken: That a woman ones washed 
clene ouer, as ofteas ſhe is wal⸗ 
ſhed akterwarde in cleane water, 
that water recepueth no ſpatte of 

vnclenneſſe: but a man, be he ne⸗ 

tec fo clene waſched. as ofte as he 
waſhethe agapne, troubleth and 

kouleth the water. Furthermoze. 

Nature bath fo oꝛbeyned.that wo 
mmen auoid ſuperlluous bumours 


by ſecrete partes, that men auotde 


by the face, the moſte worthy part 
of mannes bohy. nd where tt is 
graunted to man aboue all other 
heaſtes to haue the face and con⸗ 
tinaunce lokpage vppe to heuen: 
Nature and fortune haue pꝛoup⸗ 

| ded 
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ded fo wonderly fo? woman, and 
ſhewed lo great fauo?, that if the 
chaunce to fall, fpe ſeldome oz nes 

uer kalleth on her head o? Face. 
«p Shall we ouer palle, the pres 
kerrement of nature to woman a- 
boue man, in the pꝛocreatton ok 
mankynde e Whyche thynge is 
thus very well perceyued. Foꝛ on⸗ 
lp the womans fecoe (as wytnek⸗ 
fen Galen and Butcen) is the mat que, de 
ter and nouriſhment ok the chplds Sparmate 
and not the mans, whiche is but &.14.dev 
an accident to te lubſtance. Foz 11 
as the lawe lapth, the greatteſt & Aui docs 
chiekeſt offpce and duetpe of wo Pen. u prie 
man, is to concepue, and to laue mi. 
that is concepued. Foz which coz 
lideration we le berp many to be 
Ipke theyz mothers. by relon they 
be begotten ok their bloͤudde: and 
this lpkenes ts betp oft well pets 
C cep 
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cepued in the proportion and ma⸗ 
kyng ok theit bodies. but it is al⸗ 
wapes in their maners. Foz ił the 
mothers be koolpſhe, the chyldꝛen 
pꝛoue foolyſſhe allo. If the mos 
thees be tpfe, the chyldzen Mall 
haue a fent thereof. But contras 
pe wyſe it is in the fathers . Foz 
thoughe they be wyſe, pet manpe 
tymes they gette folpſhe childzen. 
and foolplſhe fathers gette tupfe 
chyldzen, ſo that the mothers be 
wyle. And there is none other re⸗ 
fon, why mothers moze than the 
Fathers, (ould Lote thepa childꝛen, 
but that the mothers percepue, 
that theyz cbpiojen haue, and foa 
they haue in bebe, in thepm moze 


of theyz mothers ſubſtance, than 


of tbcp? fathers, Foz this cauſe, 
that J haue ſhewed pou: J lup⸗ 


| 
| 


po(eitnaturallp grafte iu vs. he 
n 
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be moze kynde and louyng to our 
mothers. than Co out fathers. In 

fo moch. that we leme to Lotte our 
father meanelp, and to loue oute 
mother hartelye . And fo2 this 
cauſe, Mature hathe gyuen vnto 
women, milk ok lo great ſtrengtg 
and vertue, that it not onely nou⸗ 
rilcheth inkantes and babes, but 
allo reſtoꝛeth (tic) as ar brought 
lowe by ſycknes, and is a luftici⸗ 
ente koode, to pꝛelerue the lyke of 
tbofe; that are of perfecte age. 

As we tede an example in Wales Val. li.. 
rius Maximus. ok a certain pong *. 
woman, whiche with the mylk of 
yer bꝛeaſtes noziſhed her mother 
in pꝛiſon. that otherwyſe ſhoulde 
haue kamylched foi hunger. Joz 
the whiche pietikull dede. her mo⸗ 
ther was deliuered out of pꝛylon. 
and bute them bathe a perpetual 


irit dea 
umd, 


accle,36, 
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Ipupnge was gpuen. And of that 
pꝛilon. they made a Temple, and 
called it; The temple of Bitte, © 
Ct ts well knowen, that £o; the 
moꝛe patte, a woman hath alway 
moꝛe pite and mercy than a man. 
qohiche thynge Ariſtotle doth at: 
tribute to womabpnd, asa thing 
appꝛopꝛied therebnto. Wherkoze 
Salomon ſayth: Where as is no 
woman, there the ſycke man wai⸗ 
leth: epther bpcaufe, that tn ler⸗ 
uynge and helpynge the fiche, Me 
is full diligent, oꝛels by realon of 
her mery chere, ſhe is full comfo2s 
table : oꝛ els bycauſe that words 
mylke is the chieke and pꝛinctpall 
teliefe koꝛ (uc ag be feble x weke, 
yea beynge b;ougbte to deathes 
Dooze, they are therby reſtozed a2 
geyne vnto helthe. Ind the philt⸗ 
tions ſap: That the heat of a wo⸗ 

5 mans 
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mans bieaftes and pappes, layde 


and topned to the bꝛeaſtis of feble, 
olde men, conſumed a way by age 
ſtyꝛreth vp encreafeth, and con⸗ 
ſerueth in them lyuely hegte. ; 

Whyche thyng was well bnowen 
to Daud, that in his olde aege 
chofe the mapden Abilag, a Sus 


namite. with her collpnges a clip⸗ 


pinges to bete a kepe him warme. 
Allo woman is rather redye and 
moze pꝛompt to the holy offyce o£ 
generation, than man, as it is wel 

knawen. 
Further it is a wonderkul mp 
racle ok Matute, that a womanne 
bꝛedynge chylde, fore longyng fo? 
(t, bathe eaten rawe fleſhe, rawe 
kyſhe, coles, erth, ſtones, mettals, 
popſons, æ many ſuche other lyke 
thynges, which without burt he 
doth digeſte, con uerte, and ture 
C.tii. into 


, N T B 1 L I T 1 r Ó y^ 
{nto the holfome nuttimente and 
ſubſtance of the body. ow great 


mpracles and macuailes,that na- 


ture hathe endowed woman with, 
ſhal he fynd, that tedeth thꝛough⸗ 
ly the volumes and bokes ok phi 
lolophets and philitions:whiche 
fo; bꝛekenes we here ouerpalſe. 
QL Nowe let vs (peake ok ſpeche 
and langage, whiche is the gyfte 
of god, and by whiche one thing 
we palſe and are better than all oz 
ther bzute beaſtes: Trilmegiſtus 
Mercutius iudgeth it to be ok as 
great pꝛyce, as moch worth, and 
as good a thynge, as immostali⸗ 
tie. And Heliodus nameth it the 
chiekeſt trealure of Mankynde 
Aud is not a womã better poke, 
02€ eloquent, moe copious and 
plentpfull ol woꝛdes than a mane 
Mo not all we, that be men, lerne 


kpꝛſt 


* 
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kirſt to ſpeke of our mothers,o2 of 
our nources e Ttuelp nature her 


ſelke, the koꝛmet of thinges, ſage⸗ 


ly pꝛouidyng £o? manbynde, gaue 
this gykte to womankynde, that 
ſcarſe in any place pe Mall funde 
a dumme womanne. Is it not 


346. 


right kotre and cömendable, that 


women chulde excelle men in that 
thing. in whiche men chterly paſſe 
all other beaftes ¢ But ftot pꝛo⸗ 
phane mattiers, lette vs tetourne 


home agein to holy ſcripture, and 
begynne at the verpe kountapncs 


of our relygton. 

Le kuob ſurelp, that god blet 
(cb man for womans fake whiche 
bleſſpnge the vnwozthye man bes 
ſerued not to haue, tyll the womã 
wag created aud made, wher with 
Salomon inhis piouerbes agte 
eth: Who lo kyndeth a good was 


Pro. 12. 


lit. man 


Eccle, 26, 


Ibidem, 


Pro. 12. 


I. Cor. ii. 
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| man. kyndeth a good tbinge, and 


recepueth an holſome benekite of 
the lozde. And tt is wzitten Ecclefi 
aſtici. 26. Happy is the man, that 
bathe a vertuous wyke: Foz the 
number of his peres Mall be dou⸗ 
ble. And no man may be compa⸗ 
red to him in dignitte, that for bis 
wozthynes bathe a good woman. 
Foz as Eccleſiaſticus faptbe: A 
good woman ica gpfte abouc all 
other gyktes. And cherfore Salo⸗ 
mon in his proucrbes calleth her. 
the crowne of her hulbande: and 
Paul, the glozie of man. Foz glo⸗ 
rie is defined to be the accomplilh 
ment and perkection of a thinge, 
reſtyng and delytyng in his ende: 
that is to fay, when nothing more 
map be added, to encreace o2 amd 
the perfection thereok. A woman 


; therfore is the ende, perfection ke⸗ 


licitie, 
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licitie, benedietion, and glorpe of 
the man: and as Auguſtin lapth: 
the kpꝛſte lotiette and company ot 
mankynde in this moztall Ipfe, 
herkoze of necelſitie euerp man 
loueth her, whome who foo euer 
wyl not loue, but hate. is a ſtran⸗ 
ger not only to all humanitie and 
gentplncffe, but allo to all vertue 
and grace. And to ſpeake agapne 
of the Cabaliſticall myſteties. Ae gene 17 
bzaam was blelled ok god by the 7 
woman Sarah, and tahynge the 
letter 19, from the womans name 
and puttynge it tothe mans. cal⸗ d 
teo bpm Abzaham. Allo the blel⸗ &. 2s. 1 
(pngeof Jacob was gotten bpm, 
by a woman, bis mother. Chere 
be many luche examples tn holye 
Scriptute: but not to be ſhewed 
in this place. 
¶ Thus bleſſyng was gyuen fog | 

5 C. v. the 
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the woman. and law fo2 the man: 
Jene. 2. The lawe J (ap, of anget and of 
curlynge. Foꝛ why, the kruyte of 
the tree was foꝛbydden to the nd, 
but not to the woman: which wag 
not than created. Foꝛ god wolde 
her to be fte from the begynning. 
Therkoꝛe the manne linned in eas 
tynge, not the woman. The man 
gaue bs deathe, not the woman. 
Ind all we ſynned in dam, not 
in Cua. And we toke ozygpnalle 
ſynne ok oure father the man, not 
of our mother the woman. Ind 
therfore the olde law commanded 
all the malekynde to be circumci⸗ 
fed, but the females to temapne 
bucitcumci(co:tüat ts to witte, he 
oꝛdeyned the oziginall ſynne to be 
punyſhed onely in that kind, wht⸗ 
che had treſpalled. Furthermore, 
god rebuked not the woman. 11 
that 
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that he had eaté, but bicaufe he 
gaue occaſion of puelle vnto the 
man, and that dyd che vnwatelp, 
intyced therto by the dpuell. The 
man knew well be dyd amille:but 
the woman being Decepued, erred 
ignoꝛãtlp. Foꝛ ſhe was fyꝛſt temp 
ted of the dpuell, whom be knewe 
to be moſte excellent ot all erratu⸗ 
res. Ind as Bernarde laith: The 
dyuell, ſeing her wonderkul beau⸗ 
tie, and perceyuynge her to be (us 
che one, as he had knowen before 
in the godly lyght, whiche aboue 
all aungels, ſhoulde rctopce with 
the ſpeche of god: concepucd en⸗ 
upye onely agepuſt the woman fo? 
her excellencye. voherfore Chziſte 
bo me into this wozlde moſt fume 
ble and lowe, to thende he woulde 
with his great humilite make la⸗ 
kiskaction fo: the (pne o£ pꝛyde, 
rom⸗ 


EE MR TM TM PU 
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cómítteb by out forfather:be toke 
vpon hym manhode, asthemoze. 
humble and lower kynde. and not | 
womankpnde, the more hygher a 
noble. Furthermore, bycauſe we 
were condemned for the lynne o£ 
the man, and not ok the woman. 
god wolde, that in what kynd the 
ſynne was committed, in tbe fame 
(hulde be the purgation of (pine: 
and by tbe fame kinde. whiche ig⸗ 
nozantly was decepued, we ſhuld 
alfo be teuengid. Therkoꝛe it was 
(ato vnto the ſerpent, that the wo 
man, oz more trulp, the (coe of the 
woman, ſhoulde bzeake bis head, 
and not the man, noz the ſeede of 
the man. and perchaunce, hereok 
it came, that the oꝛder ok pꝛieſte⸗ 
hode is of the churche rather com 
mitted to the man, tha to the wo⸗ 
man, . euerye pꝛieſte dothe 
repꝛe⸗ 
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tepꝛeſent Chziſte, and Chziſte, the 
fyꝛſt man, that is to wite, the ſyn⸗ 
ner dam. Tothts purpole, we 
vnderſtande the Canon, that be⸗ 
gynneth, Hec imago, whiche fapth 
that a woman was not made to ß 
vmageok god, but to the limpli⸗ 
tude ol Cate Vet koꝛ all that J 
(ay, that he bepuge verye god) 3 
ſpeake of Chulſte (wold not be the 
ſonne ok man, but of à woman. 
the whiche he lo hyghly honoꝛed. 
that ok a womanne onely he toke 
kleſhe and bloudde. Foz onely fo? 
the woman. Chalk was called the 
forte of man, and not koꝛ the mã. 
This is that great myꝛacle sat 
the whiche the pꝛophete ſo moche 
meruapled: that a woman cona 
pꝛehended manne, whan a virgin 
conceyued manhpnde, and bare 
Chuſte in her body. 

Alſo 


Hier. 3 1. 
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loan. 20. ¶ Illo Chziſte tiſynge bp ageyn 
ftom deth to lyke, appered kirſt bn 


Mar. 6. 


acts 
t. 27. 


to women, not to me. Ind it is not 
vnkno wen, that after the death of 
Chꝛiſte, men Fell from the faythe: 
but it was neuer knowẽ, that wo 
men ſlypte and fell from Chziſten 
fayth and teltgton. farther, there 
wag no petfecutton of the fapthe 
at any tyme, no hereſye, no errour 
in the faythe, that aroſe and came 
by women, but by menne. Chute 
was boughte and foloe, accuſed, 
condemned, ſcourged. banged on 
the Croſſe. and at the laſt putte to 
cruell deathe 19 bp men. yea; 
he was Denped of hig owne De: 
tev, foꝛſakẽ of his other difcintcs, 
and only accompanied tapted v⸗ 
pon and folo wed of women vnto 
the croſſe and graue. Allo the be: 
ty wpte of Pylate, an hethen woe 

man 
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man. went aboute, and labouted 


moꝛe to laue Jeſus than anp má, 
pea anp of thele men, that beleued 
in bpm. Furthermoze almoſt the 
hole (coole of diuines afferme a 
fap, that the churche dyd than res 
maine onlp With the woman, that 
ig to fay, with the birgin Marpe. 
Ind therfore womankind is woz⸗ 
tbply called relpgpous. pctiotite, 
and holp. But pet if anp man wol 
fap with Triſtotle, that among al 
beaſtes and lyuyng creatures, the 
male kpnd is moze valtát, (trong, 
lolſe, and noble: Unto him, a moe 
excellent man, the great doctour, 
the holp apoſtel (aint Haule woll 
anſwere and fap: Thole thynges 
that be Colpi(D)e bekoze the wozide, 
god bathe choſen, that he myghte 
conkounde wile menne: and thofe 
thpnges that be leble and weake 

in 


Ar f. de: 
nima. 


1. Cor. i. 
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in this woꝛlde, he bathe cholen to 
conkounde the mightp: a tbe vile 
and diſpiſed before the wold god 
bath cbofen:pea a thoſe thynges. 
which be nothing, a ok no reputa⸗ 
tion: that he myght deſtrop thoſe 
thinges, which be in parce moch 
ſed by. Foz who amonge men, in 
all gyftes of nature and of grace 
was higher than Adam: pet a wo 
ludic j, man biought him low, Who was 
&. 16. ſtronger than Samplon? 2i woz 
Cene 9. man ouercame his ſtrength. Who 
was moe chaſt than Lothe d wo⸗ 
man inticed hym to inceſte. Who 
. Reg. i WAS moe teligtous than Dauid 
Reg. 11. I woman diſturbed his bolpnes, 
Who was more wyler than Sa⸗ 
lomon? a woman deceyued hym. 
Who was more pacict than Job. 
whom the dyuell ſtrpped out o£ al 
his goodes bplled all his family, 
and 


Ge ne. 2. 
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andchyl dꝛen, and killed al his boa 
dy fall of boyles and oozes, and 
vet fo? all that he coulde not pꝛo⸗ 
uobke hym krom the olde ſymplici⸗ 
tie ot his mynde: but the woman 
tntpccb hym (and in that He was 
moe hygher and conſtaunt than 
the dyuell) and fo vexed hym, that 
he curſed god. Ind ik it myght be 
lekul to make any cõpariſon with 
Chꝛiſte, who is moſt myghtykull 
and moſte wyſe. koz he is the eter⸗ 
nall and euerlaſtynge wyledome 
and power of god: dydde he not 
fuffer hym felfc to be ouercome of Matt. 19. 
that pooꝛe woman of Chanaan? 
faptuge bpm (elfe, It is not good 
to take the chyldernes bꝛeade, and 
caſt it to dogges. She anſwered 
and ſayde. Trouthe lozde, neuer 
the leſſe, the dogges cate of the 
crommes, whiche Call frome their 

a d tata 


Ioan., 18. 

Matt. 20. 

Marc. 14. 
Luc. 2. 


Plaut, Be 
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matters table. fot» whan Chꝛilt 
percepued, that be could not ouer 
come ber with that reafonne , be 
bleffeb her, (apenge : Beit bnto 
the as thou deſyzeſt. of ey 
QL'vobo was moze botte and fers 
vent in the kapthe of Chziſte. thar 
Peter e A woman made bpm, fo 
greatte a Mynyſter of Cyꝛyſtis 
Churche, to denye Chziſte. 

Lette the Canoniſtes crake what 
they wylle, that theyz Churche 
can not erre, à woman pope mo- 


Bed her bp a goodlye impoſture 


and decepte. 
¶ But nowe ſome men wyll fap, 
tljat thole thynges redounde raz 
ther to the dyſpꝛayſe than pꝛayle 
of women. Unto whome women 
chall make this aunſwere: Ik it 
were fo, that one of vs two, muſt 
nedes loſe eyther goodes o1 Ipfe, 
Ahad 
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J had leauer to lofethe, than to 


be loſte my ſelle: And that by the 
exampie of Innocẽtius the thpꝛd, 
whyche in a certapne piſtle decre⸗ 
tall, wziten buto a tardpnall ama 
ballatour, Cent krome the See of 
Wome, lapth: If one of. ds twarn 
muſte nedes be conkounded. J 


wold rather chofle to haue the con 
- founded. 


CI MDozeouer, it was pꝛoupded 
bp the Cyuile lates, that women 
might latofullp loke to their own 
profit, to other mens hinderance. 
And in holy wit, is not the tniqut 
tie ofa toman pꝛapled moe then 
a mans wel doing eis not Kachel 
pꝛeiled, whiche by a pꝛopet lleight 
decepued her father lehynge dato 
ydols? Wag not Rebecca lauded, 
„ by crafte gotte her [otine 
N doa blellyng of his fathere 
D. li. And 


Gene st, 
Gene. 27. 


lofue. 


Iudic. 4. 


. 14 ae 
— — 


| NOBILITIE OF 


And akterward by polptie canted N 


him to efcape the anger of his bꝛo 
ther. The harlotte Raab deceiued 
thole, whyche loughte fo the ker⸗ 


chers and (ples of Jolue: and it 


was tinputed vnto her ko rpgh⸗ 


tuoulnes. Zabel went out to mete 


£xifat, and fapbe vnto hym: Mp 
Lorde, come into me. And alkpuge 
water, (De gaue hym to dzynke of 
the bottell of mylke, and couered | 
bpm, as he lape fleappnge . And 
whyle Silara làpe and llepte, ſhe 
entred in pꝛtuyly. at ſtrake a naple 
in his head, and llewe hym, which 
had put his truſte in her pꝛomyſe 
and kidelitie, to be laued. And koz 
this notable treaſon, tbe Scrip⸗ 
tute laith:Blelled is Jahel amog 
women, and abel ſhalbe blelled 
in her tabernacle. | 

CL Rede the (102p of Judith. and 
E rU ta mathe 
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marke her wozdes vnto Holofers 
nes. She laid: Spꝛ take and vn 
derſtande the woꝛdes of thy hand 
mapde. Foz i£ thou wylte kolowe 
t do after theſe woꝛdes, the loꝛde 
(ball make the perfite, and Mall 
hꝛynge thy mattier to profperous 
ellecte. 3] Mall come and ſhewe al 
thynges bnto tbe, (o that J Hall 
leade the throughe the myddes of 
Mieruſalem, and thou ſhalt haue 
all the people of Iſcaell, lpke as 
fepe without a ſhepeherde. and 
tat ſoo moche as one dogge ſhall 
barke ageynſt the. £o: thoſe thin⸗ 
ges av Viewed mee the tatoos 
and pzotitocice of god. And tutte 
by her flatteriug the ſtroke ok Bo 
lokernes head, as he lap and zt, 
A pap pou, what Wyctzedder tos 
tell, eat crueller decepteg, wnat Pro. is. 
(tator treſon couid be inttented⸗ 
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And pet holy Scripture ble erly; 
pꝛaiſeth, and extolleth her and tbe 
iniquite of the woman is reputed 
karre better, than a mans wel do⸗ 
inge. But nowe lette vs e 
to out pourpoſe. 
¶ Ot the excellency of fo bopp? 
a kyndt of women, this allo may 
be to euety man an argumẽt moſt 
tuident. that the moſt excellent ot 
all creatures, than whyche neuet 
was, noꝛ neuer ſhalbe a moꝛe t202 
thy, 3 meane the moſt ble(Tcb bite 
gyn Marpe. was conceyued with 
out oʒiginali ſpnne: and ſhe was 
not inkeridur to Chziſt e, to vebing 
his humanttie. 2288 
¶ Chis is a ſtronge argumente 
ot Ariſtotle: Ok what kynde the 
beſte is nobler thanne the beſte of 
an other kynde. that kynde mate 
needes be nobler thanne the os 

ther. 
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chee, In che Femynpne bpnbe, 
the beſt is the byron Marpe. ít 
the Malculyne, there aroſe none 

gregtter thanne John Wantite s 
but howe karre doothe the holpe 
vyzgpr excelle opm, whiche (ag 
euerpe vatholyke man knoweth) 
as exalted aboue all the ozders 
at aungelles , Lphewyle & man 
mape rcaſounc. DF what kynde 
the worst £5 warſe than the work 
ok an nother kynde, that k onde ts 
lower than the other. 

Mowee we hnotse, that the nok 
fyyctoute and woꝛſte of Ati ctentu 
res. t5 a man. whether it be Ju⸗ 
das, that betrapd Chiſt. dt wuom 
Cbiſte lapt h: It had bene good 
Fo; that man, yk he had not bene 

bone: 02 Whether any Intechuſt 
al come herakter, warte than he. 

ff.. 2 Pas PN 


: 10511171 OEC. 

whyche hall be enbotoco with al 
the power of &»atl)an . Dore 0: 
uet, holy watt ſheweth many men 
to be condemned to euerlaſtynge 
turment:but we rede in no place, 
of any womanne fo condemned, 
Farther. as a witneſſe to our pur 
pole, there is a certayne pꝛeroga⸗ 


tíue gyuen to the bꝛutalle nature. 


J oz the queene ok all birdes, and 
the moſt noble, ig the Egle, whi⸗ 
che is alway found of the female 
Aynde, and not of themalculpne, | 
Alfo this is clere, that the byꝛd of 
Egypte, calid Fenix, wherof there 
18 neuer but one at oones, is a Fes 
male. But contrarp topfe, the [ets 
pent Regulus, called alfo Baſiliſcus 
the moſt peſtilent of al bentmons 
beaſteg, is only maſculine, ot whi 
che kynde it is not poffible to find 
8 female, Farther the e 
0 
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of this yu, the berrue a rots 
cp, is bp theſe argumente. oM gf 
fons abũdantly indugh beeluzco. 
Foꝛ the begynnynge of att puelle 
comineth by men, and not 5p woz 
men. Certayncly the fpʒſt nian He 


4 Q9 


pam, boldely breasyugethecom: Genes » 
maundement of god, dyd (hit bp Gene "n 


the gates of heauen. and mide vs 
all (ubtectes to ſynne and denthe. 


Foꝛ al we haue lynned (und muß 


dye) in Adam, not in (ua, Whole 
kyꝛſte begotten ſonne opened hell 
gates. Man was fp;£ euuidus, 
kyzſt a marderver.fpatte the ſlear o£ 
bis patentes, the fpꝛſte diſpapzer 


of the mercy of godꝛthe fick that gene. s. 


hadde two wpues, Lamech: the 
Fyꝛſte dzunkarde Mohe: the fyꝛſte 


that diſcouered the kylthpnelle of gene. 10. 


Dis Father, Mohes fonae Cham: 
the kyꝛſt tpjan and idolater Rem⸗ 
| D. b. bjotb: 


Gene. 37 
Brod. 


! 
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* Moths the fyꝛſle aduouterer: the 

kyꝛſt Defouler of bis kynlwomen: 
Men alſo kyꝛſte made conkedera⸗ 
types with fyndes, and tnuented 


cutled wytchcraktes. 


Certayne menne, the ſonnes of 
Jacob, raft lolde theyz owne bꝛo⸗ 
ther Joleph: Pharao, the Capp 


^ tian, fpatte ſlewe chyldꝛen. Men 


Jene. 18. 


bene Abeaham, An 


Fyafte’ fpnncd agepnite Mature, 


as wytneſſen Dodoma and Go⸗ 


mora, the whyche ſonke for the 
ſyunes of menne, Comme tyme bez 
ynge moſt famoufe and noble cp, 
ties. we rede in euery place, that 
menne, for they taſſhe voluptu⸗ 
pufc pleaſure, hadde two wyues. 


MD inm iyptes, many lemmans: 
they were adtuotiterers and forts 
. catours. DF this lozte, that hadde 


many wpues, many concubynes. 


„ 
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Cati; Joleph, Modes. Santon, 
Heicanz, Saul, Wald. € Salo⸗ 
mon, Slur, Rog am, 20ta, Cas 
leph.Aſluerus. aud tunumerable 
other, the Ghiche bab every done. 
manp bopues.harlottes. and Cons 
cubines. $302 beynge contente to 
marpe manp, to fultull chep2 luſte 
& plealure, but allo medled with 
their maydens. Ar we rede not. 
that any woman (except only. Bat 
fabca) twas contente to hauc any 
mo; hut al way one huſband. £302 
ye (hall not fynde, that anye twos 
mau maried two huſbãdes. ik che 

ad a childe bp her fort hulband. 
Foz women in cleunelle of liuing 
aud chaſtitie, are fare moze cone 
tinet than men : thr which (as we 
rede) bycauſe they were batepne, 
haue abſtepnen fror lyenge with 
e haue Dogs 


» eo. 
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in other. to lye with their hulban⸗ 


des, as Sara. Rachel, and many 


other vnapt to generatton, which 
bꝛought in their hande mapdens. 
that their huſbandes mygghte get 
chyldꝛen to luccede the. But what 
man 3 pray pou, were he neuct (o 
olde, colde, bareyn, and bnapt foa 
generation, was euer of lo greate 
pltie oʒ myld ſtomake toward his 
wpyke, that he wolde kubſtitute an 
other manne in his place, to ſowe 
frurtefull (cbe in his wyues plen⸗ 
ti£ull gardepne e And altbougbe 
we rede, that kyng Licurgus and 
Solon made lawes in olde tyme. 
that is to wyte, ik any man beinge 
ouer aged, vnmeete £o» mariage, 
oz otherwile vnluſty to do the bes 
des of Menus, had marted a mai⸗ 
den, it ſhoulde be laufull £o bis 
Sopfe; to choſe a goodly, and a tall 
ponge 
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pounge manne, to Daly? and play 
with her, and the cholde gotten 
betwene thepm, ſhoulde be alcri⸗ 
bed to her houlbande, and not do 
be called a baſtarde: and though 
thoſe lawes wete made and elts⸗ 
blyſhed, pet be rede not, that they 
were kepte, not (o mochechzough 
the ſturdyneſſe of the men, as by 


the chaſtitie of the womenne tere 


ſynge tbofe lawes. 

QT There be innumerable excels 
lent women, whicht with notable 
clenneffe of Ipfe, aso perfect wine⸗ 
ly loue, haue fatve paſſed al men: 


as Abigail. the wyie ol Maball: 


Arthemiſia, the wyke of Maulo⸗ 
leus: Irgiaà, the wpfe of Polici⸗ 


ms, a Thebane. Julia, the wife of 


> 
251 
25! 


Arift.dea 


itima. 


1.Cor.?. 


Pompeius: Poztig, the wyke of 


Cato: Coꝛnelta the wile ok Grac⸗ 
chus:Mellalina, the tette of e 
pict: 


J %ͤ¹— ̃ ͤòöa AR EP -— 


ELM tty 
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pite: Alceſte, the wyke of dme 


tus:ypfſicratea, the wife of Mi⸗ 
thꝛidates, kynge ol Dontus:and 
alſo Dido, the buplder of Cats 
thage, and the Romayn Lucrece: 
and Sulpitta, tbe topfe of Lenz 
tulus. There be innumerable oz 
ther, whole hartes were lo fpred 
on vpzopnitie and chaſtitte, that 
the very dethe coulde not reuoue 
thepm: o£ whom thexamples are 
manpfeſt and plapne: as Athlun 
ta, Calidonta, Camilla, Wollca, 
Iphigenta o£ Grece, Callandza, 
and Crife , With thele gone the 
Vnzgypnes o£ Latedemonpe, of 
Spartane, ok Mileſta, & of The⸗ 
bes, with other innumerable, of 
whome the ſtoꝛpes of the Debes 
wegs, of the Grekes, and of other 
jaacpong , doo make mencpon, 
thewhpche eſtemed beanie Qa 
| eue 


——————————————————————— ̃— rA ee es 


enn 
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botte kyngdomes, pea and aboue 


tbeya verp lpues. 
Ik the examples alfo of pitie 


and louing kpndnes be required, 
amonge al other Claudia Ueſta⸗ 


lis to warde her kather, and that 
pooje ponge woman (ok the whi⸗ 
che we (pase afore) towardes her 
mother, are wonderkill. 
But here ſome cduious felow 
wyl obiect ageinſt thoſe thynges, 
the headely mariages of Samp⸗ 
fon, ok Jalon, ok Meiphebus, ok 
Agamemnon, and luch other tra⸗ 
gedieg, on whpche (as ſaythe the 
pꝛouerbe) if a man leks throughs 
lp, with clere cies, he Mall kynde, 
that thepꝛ wyues ate vallelp bla: 
med, of the whyche neuer chaun⸗ 
ced vnto a good man one pll. $02 
yll wpues neuer chaunce. but to 
plc but andes: vnto whome all 
though 
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though the good fomtpme chace, 
pet their hulbandes vyces make 
them naught. s 
¶ It it had bene laukull £02 wo⸗ 
men to make lawes, too wꝛyte hts 
ſtozies, how gret tragedies (trow 
pe) wolde they haue wziten ok the 
ineſtimable malice of men, amõg 
whom many ben murtherers, the⸗ 
ues, rautthers ok vpigins, pettus 

lufuey, bers. tobbers burners of houles, 
2 Reg. ig. trãytourg: o£ whome alfo, in the 
3. Reg. 4. tpnie of Joſue, àæ Dauid the king 
fo gteatte a multitude were murs 

therers a robbers, that they were 

able to make pꝛinces capptapnes 

ouer thepꝛ companies. Lea and at 

this bap there is an inkinite numa, 

ber ok them. Foz all pꝛiſons be fils 

led with men, and al the galowes 

in cuerpe place be loded with the 
carcales o£ men, But contratye 

wyle, 
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wyſe, womenne were the kyzſte in⸗ 
uentours of all honeſt craftes: of 
all vertue and benefittes. wWhiche ? 
thyng the very names of lctientes 
and vertues, beinge of thefemp2 : 
nine gender, do playnly ſpecif pe. 
Whereof this is a notable prꝛofe ;, 
that the circutte of the hole woꝛld 
is callyd by the names of women: 
that is to (ap of the Rymph, Aſia . 
of Europa, the doughter of Ige⸗ 

1102, of Libia. the doughter of c 
paphus, the whiche is alfo callid 
Aphꝛica. And finally to rectte all 
kyndes of bcttue, a woman Mail 
cuery where obteyne the hygheſte 
place. forthe vyꝛgin Mary was 
a woman, the whyche kyꝛſt dydde 
vowe her vyꝛginitie to god, and 
thereby deſerued to be the mother 
of god. The womenne pꝛophetes 
were euermooze inſpyzed with a 
E moze 


à 


e 
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more diuine {ppatte,than the men, 

nMobiche thynge is welle knowen, 
fac, ub. by that Lactatius, Euſebtus, and 
inti. —- Auguſtine wytnellen of tbe St 


bli bylles. 


Auguß de Q[ Do Matp, the ſyſter ok Mo⸗ 
ci del. 2, ſes pꝛophecied: And tolam Jere⸗ 
mpe was taken pꝛyſoner, his vn⸗ 
A rege. Cles daughter Dida, role bp and 
4. Para. 34 prophected beponde mans reache, 
to the people of Ilraell, atte the 
poynte redy to peryſhe. Lette vs 

ferche holy ſcripture, and we (Hall 

kynde, that women in conſtancpe, 

in fepthe, and in other vertues av 


E. commended karre aboue men, as 
in Judith, Ruth, Welter, the wht- 
che with fo great gloꝛy and pꝛatle 
were celebrate and honozed, that 

. holy bokes beare their names. 


pom. And all though Abzaham, for the 
N. 21,  ftedfattnes of his fayth, is called 
2 in 
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in ſcripture a iuſte man, by catife 
he ſurely beleued in god: ‘yet foꝛ al 
that, he muſte ſubmpt hym fi elke to. 


354 


1 54 


his topfe Hara. For by p bopce of g nc 


the loꝛde he was comanded thus: 
what fo euer Sara ſaythe to the 
here her voyce. So Rebecca, bele⸗ 
uyng ſtedkaſtly, went to aſke god 
certapne queftions, and Me being 
teputed worthy, harde this ozacle 
02 atiriftoete of god. Two maner 
of folke are in thy bealy:and two 


maner of people ſhall be deupded 


krom thy bealp . And the wpdowe 


Sareptana gaue credence to Dez 


lias, all thoughe it were harde to 
beleue that he tolde her. So za⸗ 


| 


chatp, rebuked of the aungell foꝛ Lucr eu 


his incredulitte, was dumme: and 


his wile Elizabeth, with her wobe: 
and boyce pꝛophetied: + is pꝛay⸗ 


led, bicauſe (De beleued faithkullp. 
E.ii. and 
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Lutte 


Act. zt. 


Ioan. 4. 
Matt. 15. 
Marc. 7. 
Mat. 9. 
| Mar.. 
Luce, 8. 


102 Mm, If. j 


Matt. 16. 
Luce. 7. 
Ioan 19. 
Matt. 27. 
Mar. 16. 
17. 
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and (De akterwarde, pꝛayſed the 
moſt bleffed virgin Marp, ſaytng: 


Hlelled art thoũ, whyche dyddeſt 
deeleue thofe thynges⸗ that were 
ſpoken to the of the 1020,20 An⸗ 


na the pꝛopheteſle, after the reue⸗ 
lation ok Simeon cöõkeſſed god, € 
ſpake of him to al that wold here, 
whyche loked fo2 the redemption 
of Ilrael. And 39bplip had koure 
vpyigins to his doughtergs, whtch 
ppd pꝛophecy. What Mall J fape 
ok her the lamaritan, with whom, 
Chziſte ſpake at the well: and be⸗ 
inge kedde with the faythe of thts 
beleuing womi,refuted the meate 
that theapoſtelles bzoughte:? To 
thee may be ioyned the katthekull. 
woman ok Chananee, and the wo 
man dylealed with the blouddye 
llyxe. Was trot alfo the faith and 
conkellpon of Martha, lpke the, 
con⸗ 


255 
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confeffpon of Meter : Che Gol⸗ 
pell wytnelſeth, howe greate ron⸗ 
ſtãcy o£ fattl was in Mary Mag 
daleyn. Foꝛ whyle the pꝛiſtes and 
Jewes cruc yfyed Chꝛiſte, Me we⸗ 
petb.fDe bꝛingeth oyntmentes vn 
to the Croſſe, ſhe ſeeketh in the 
Tombe, He aſketh the gardyner 
fo2 hym, (He aknowledgeth god, 


ſhe gothe to the apoſtels, and Mes 


weth thein, that he is rylen. They 
were in doubte therof, but (De bes 
leued it verily. Ageyn, what Hall 
^f ape, of that holy woman Pail⸗ 
cilla, the whiche inſtructed Ipol⸗ 
lo, apoſtolycke man, perkitely lerz 
ned in the lawe, and bv(Doppe of 
the Contutl)íaus ? No it was uo 
ſhame koꝛ a poſtell, to lerne of a 
woman, what he ſhulde teache in 
the churche. 
¶ Mogeou er, they that haue (Des 
: E. iii. wed 


it. — 1 


Luc. 25. 
&. 24. 8 
Act. 198. 


vant P "emn 


ee NOBILITIEZE 07 

* —, toco the fledfaftnes of theyꝛ faith 
4 . bp ſulkerpng of Martyꝛdom, and 
by the diſpiſpuge ok deathe, be no 
Ead kewer in number than men $302 
2 Nach 7. that wonderkull mother Muto be 
jekte vnſpoken of, fo woꝛthy to be 
remembzed, the whiche not onely 
beheldeher, vit. ſonnes putte to 
deäthe, bp moſt cruell martyꝛdom 
but allo ſhe boldly exhorted them 
ſtedkaſtlye to Dye. AND (be aboue 
all thynges truſtyng in god, was 
acter her chylderne cruelly put to 
deathe, £o; the mapntenaunce ot 

the lawes of her countrey. 
¶ Dyd not alto Theodelina, the 
doughter of the hynge of Baua⸗ 
rians, conuerte the Lumbardes 
to the kapth e And Ercililla, the 
ſpſter of Henry the fpafte Empe⸗ 
rour, conuerte the Hungartans ¢ 
q Clotildts , the baughter of the 
| | | bynge 
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kyng of Burgundia, conuert the 
Frenche men And a certapn wo 

man called Ypoſtola, ofa lowede 


gree, conuerted the Hiberians. 
Eche of them turned innumera⸗ 


ble people vnto Chꝛiſtis fapthe. 
And kynally, this is the onely and 
(pectall relygious kynd, in whom 
pnto this day the catholike faith. 
and the continual wozkes ok bets 
tue and goodneſſe doo flourpſſhe 
and ſhyne. 


¶ But to the ende that nod man 


ſhuld doubt women to be as able 
to doo all thoſe thynges that men 
can, let vs handle the matter with 
examples: and we (hal fynd, that 
there was neuer noble no2 woz⸗ 
thy acte, in auy kynde ok vertue, 
doone by men, but that as noble 
hath ben done by women. In do⸗ 
tut (acrifpce, as the paynyms in 

E. iiii. olde 


M 
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olde tyme bled, Melyſſa Ctbeles 
was the Mynpſter, after whole 
name, the other Goddeſſes, that 
bled the pꝛieſtes offyce, were cals 
lyd melyfle . Alſo Hypeccauſtria 
was Mineruas mynpſter, Mera 
of Uenus, Jphiginia of Diana. 
And the mpupfters ok Bacchus, 
were very notable, as Thpades, 
Menades, Bacche, Eliades, Mi⸗ 
mallonides, Conides, Eubiades, 
Baſſarides, Triaterides. Allo a⸗ 
monge the Jewes, Mary Moles 
ſyſter, entred with Aaron into the 
Hanetua⸗ Santtuarie, and was taken as d 
E. ne Mynylter oz pꝛieſt. And although 
? ehh women be kozbydden in our relt⸗ 
wed. gton. to vſe the oꝛder of pꝛeſthod 
pet it appereth by hyſtoztes, that a 
woman ona tyme bp counterkai⸗ 
tynge her kynde, was biſhoppe of 
Wome, There haue bene in grs 
t 8 
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ſlis churche, many abbaſſes and 
nunnes, whiche in olde tyme men 
diſdayned not to calle holy myni⸗ 
ſters. There haue bene among all 
nations, that excelled in pꝛophe⸗ 
ctenge, as Caſſandꝛa, the Spbil⸗ 
leg, Mary Mopſes filter, Delbo⸗ 
ta, Holda, Anna, Elpsabeth, the 
koure doughters of hilip, æ ma⸗ 
ny other holy womẽ of later time, 

ag Bꝛigida and Heldegardis. 
Furthermoze, in the inupncible 
arte magyke, whether it came o£ 

good ſpirytes oꝛ bad. Circes and 
Medea wꝛoughte karre greatter 
wonders than Zoroattes Dpm ſelt 
whiche as many ſuppole, was the 
fyꝛſte lynder o£ the layde ſcyence. 
Moꝛe ouer in phyloſophye, many 
d ben berp excellent, as The⸗ 
ano the wyke of Pythagoꝛas, and 
Dama his daughter was ryghte 
E. b. famous 
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famous, ín openynge and decla⸗ 
ringe her fathers obſcure a Darke. 
ſentences. Alſo Iſpaſta and Dio⸗ 
tima, Socrates ſcholers, a Man⸗ 
tinea and Hhileſia Axiochta, both 
ſcholers to Dlato. Finally Ploti⸗ 
nus highly pꝛayſeth Gemina and 
Amphiclea, Lactantius Themi⸗ 
ſten. Chꝛiſtis churche reioyceth in 
(apnt Caterine, which being but 
à lyttell mappe, dyd karre paſſe in 
lernynge, the wyſe menne ok that 
tyme. 
¶ Let vs not foꝛget in this place 
the queene Zenobía, ſcholer to the 
phyloſopher Longinug, whiche 
fo2 her great vertue and cunning 
was called Epheuiſſa, whole ho⸗ 
ly woꝛkig Michomachus trau(las 
ted futo Greke. | 
Cl Let vs ſpeake of the oꝛatours 
arte, and ok poetrie. Behold here 
n? 55 cometh 
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tommeth Arinefta, ſurna med In⸗ 
dꝛogenea, Hoꝛtentta, Lacera, Ua⸗ 
lerta,Coptola, Sapho, Coꝛinna, 
Coznificia the Romayne, Erym⸗ 
na, Celta, o2 Theſbia, whyche 
was named an Epigrammatiſt, 
in Saluſte Sempꝛonta, in the 
law ciupl Calphurnia: Ind were 
it not, that women in our tyme ar 
koꝛbydden, to gyue theym to good 
lernynges, we ſhulde euen nowe, 
haue women moe epcellét in wpt 
and lerunpnge than menne. what 
ſhulde we bercof fap, that women 
onely by nature are (ene to excelle 
the verp artrftcers in all ſciences⸗ 
Doo not the Grammarians take 
bppon theym, to be the mapiters 
of eloquencee And that do we far 
better lerne of oure nources and 
mothers, than of tbe Grannnari 
ang. Dyd not Coznelta fourine 
di and 
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and faff)pon tbetongues.of her 
moſte eloquent ſonnes Gracchie 
Dyd not Iſtrineus mother, teach 

Syles the ſonne of Aripithus , 
kynge ok Scythia, the Greeke 
tongues Dydde not the chyldzen 
bone of theym that were fente to 
inhabpte in ſtraunge countrepes, 
al way obſerue and kepe theyꝛ mo⸗ 
thers tongue, amonge ſtrangers:! 
Surelp fo? none other cauſe Pla 
to and Quintilian ſo diligentlye 
oꝛdepned a mete and conueniente 
nource fo? chylderne to be cholen, 
but that the chyldernes tongue a 
ſpeche myght be ryghtlye and dil⸗ 
cretely kourmed. 
¶ But nowe, be not the poetes in 
theyꝛ trifles a fables, a the logiti⸗ 
ans in their cõtenttous talking o⸗ 
uercome of women⸗ Ther was ne 
uer ozatour fo good o2 (o dors 
| that 
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that in perlwaſyon coulde get the 
vpper bande ok an harlot⸗ volat. 
artthmetrician bp kalſe recknyng. 
coulde deceyue a woman in pape⸗ 
ment of her det! o2 what muſittan 
can compare with a woman in ſin 
gynge and ſweteneſſe of bꝛeaſte; 

Be not tbcfe Phploſophers, theſe 
aſtrologtans, in tcp? diuynatiõs. 
a loꝛknowleges many tymes tute. 
riours to the coũtrey wiues⸗ yea & 
bery olttymes a ſely olde woman 
excelleth the phiſitian: Socrates 
bom felfe (aboue all other reckned 
the moſt wyſe man) being very Az 
ged, dyd not dildain to be taught 
of the womã Alpaſia. Lyke as Ye 
pollo, a man fo wel lerned in Chit. 
ſtis doctrine, was not aſhamed to 
be taught of the womã Pꝛilcilla. 


No he foꝛ pꝛudencꝰ, pou maße que 


take £02 examples thole women. 
Opis 
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we ſhulde not foꝛget Abigail and 
Bathſaba, of whiche two Abtgatl 
delyuered her huſbande, fromthe 
wꝛathe of Daud; and after the 
deathe of her hulbande ſhe was 
queene and wyfe of Dato. The 
other, the mother of Salomon, 
by her ne optepned, that her | 
ſonne was kynge. jt] 

" QL99o ouer, in the Inuentton 
ok thynges, atts, 9pinetua; Mi⸗ 


ae s tofitata be examples. In zulpng 


* of realines, and buyldynge oF ci⸗ 


ties women excelle: Semtramts 


was the ſouerapne gouernour of 
the vntuerſall wozlde: Dido was 
the buylder and queene ol Car⸗ 
thage: the Amazones were moſte 


wozꝛthy in warre and polytyhe in 


peace, In the bolde byckerpnges 
of battaple, what a woman was 
Pacts the queene of Maſſa⸗ 

geta⸗ 
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getartes e She ouercame Cyꝛus 
the gret conquerour and puitfant 
kynge of Derſtans. Alſo Camil⸗ 
la, of the Molſctans, anv Maltſca 
of Boheme, were two moſt migh⸗ 


301. 


ty qu eenes. We rede ok manp o⸗ 


ther moſte noble women, whyche 
bp thepꝛ wonderkulle power and 
polpcie, in moſte extremptie, and 
whan there was no hope of helpe 
loked koꝛ, recouered theyze coun⸗ 
trey, and reſtoꝛed it to wealthe az 
geyne , Amonge whome is Ju⸗ 
bith, wohyche (apnt Jerome hygh⸗ 


Take Judith the wydo we, the eps 
ample of chaſtite, dect are her with 
tritunphant paapfc and perpetual 


Ive pꝛapleth with theſe woꝛdes: 


commendation.Foꝛ god gaue her 


to be an example, not only goꝛ wo 
men, but alfo £02 men to kolowe, 


whiche koꝛ a rewarde of her chaz 


ái ſtitie, 
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Opis for her wyledome counted a 
goddeſſe:lotina topfe ol Trota⸗ 
nus tbemperout: Amalaſuntha, 
the queene of Oſtrogottes: Cnt 
lin the tnpfe of Scipio swith whõ 
recken Delboza, the wyke of La⸗ 
Iudic. 4. bidoth, a meritaplouſe tuple wo⸗ 
man, whiche( as we rede in Judi⸗ 
cum) was a certayn tyme Judge 
ouer the people of Ilrael, and the 
chylderne of Ilraell came vp to 
her foꝛ tudgement in alt caules. 
And whan Barach reluſed to go 
agepnſte their ennemtes, excepte 
ſhe wolde go with hym, Delboza 
was cholen capitapne ok the hot 
of Iſraell: and lleynge and dyl⸗ 
comtptpnge theyꝛ fors, (De retur⸗ 
ned home with bpctozte, 
4. Rega. ¶ Wore ouct, it is redde in the 
2. Pr. aa. fourth boke of kingis, that quene 
Ittalia reigned, + was Caucrapne- 
S Jaudge 
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Judge in Jeruſalem ſeuen peres 
{paces Ind Semtramis, after the 
deathe of kynge Minus, fudged: 
the people. xl. petes , And all the 
quenes o£ Ethiope, called Can⸗ 
daces, were moſte wyle, and reig⸗ 
ned moſte myghtely: of whomit⸗ 

(c bitten in the actes ol the apo⸗ Acts. 
ſtelg. Ind meruaplouſe thynges 
of them ſpeaͤketh the faithful wit 
ter of antyquytte Jolephus. Alſo s Reg ro, 
Alcanta, the quene of Saba, cam 2. Poral. 9. 
(tom the ende of the woꝛld, to here sic 
the wyſedome ok Salomon, and . 
as Chott witnelleth, He Mall con 
demne all the people of Hieruſa⸗ 
lem. And there was a certain wiſe 2. Reg.“ 
woman of Thecoa, whyche con⸗ nen 
cluded kynge Daulds demaunde ^? 
luit) a queſtion, with a ryddle (De: 
taught bpm; and by the eraple o£: 
god, (waged his wrath, £302 dus 

ERE t 


Iof.li.aut, 
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Titte, armed her with ſuche bets 
tue, that (e vanquiſhed him that 
was inuynctble to all menne, and 
ſubdued hym, that no man coulde 
ouercome. eee d 

a.Reg.zo Further, we reade, that à cct: 
tapn wiſe woman called vnto her 
Foab the capitapne, and delpue⸗ 

red into his handes the heave of 

Diba, the ennempe ok Dautd, to 

the tntente to ſaue the cttte bela, 

iudi, krom diſtructton, whiche was the 
9 chtele citie ot Iſraell. And a cers 
tayne woman, thꝛewe a piece of a 

mpl ſtone vpon Abimelechs head 

and bꝛake his bꝛayne panne, exe⸗ 

cutynge the vengeance ol god v⸗ 

pon Abimelech, bycauſe he hãdde 

donc plibefore god agaynſte his 

father, in lleinge. lxx. of his bꝛe⸗ 

ther vpon one ſtone. 

kel. 7.8. CI. Do Helter, the wyle of Kk unge 
| Edu bi. auct 
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Iſluer, not only deliucted her pes 
ple from the moſte (Danicfui petty 
hut alfo made therm ryght hono⸗ 
cable. a bx 
qr vobanne Coꝛtolanus with the 
Volſcians, had beſieged Rome, & 
foo ſharpely affapled it, that the 
Romapnes were not able to Dez 
kende them ſelues agayaſte hom: 
an auncient woman Ucturta his 
mother, foo handled the mattier, 
that ſhe ouercame his rage and 
lurpe, and reconcyled hym ageyn 
to the Romapnes. Arthemiſta, 
whan the Khodiauns came fierlly 
vpon her, both diſapoynted them 
of thep2 nauye of ſhyppes, and 
conquered that Jlande, and fette 
vp her Image within the citie o 
Rhodes, às a perpetuall note ok 
futampe bnto them. : 

Dome mn Doo the Frenche 

F. ii. men 


——————————— rr 


Anno dii 
1428. 


thep recouered the re 


Nn 0111718 or 
men pꝛapſe a ponge damſell, wht⸗ 
che beinge deſtended o£ a lowe li⸗ 
nage, toke vpon her alter the ma⸗ 
ner of the Amazons, to leade the 
forward of the army:a fhe fought 
(o baliantly, and hadde foo good 
chaunce, that the French men be⸗ 
leued verily, that by r pꝛoweſſe, 
me ol Srace 
out of the Englylſhe mens bans 
des: And therkoꝛe, to the perpetu⸗ 
all remẽbꝛance of her, they made 
an ymage of à mayden to be fette. 
vp in Diltaunce on the brydgeo⸗ 
uer the ryuer of Liger oꝛ Loier. 
I coulde pet reherce out of the bts 
{tories of the Grekes, ol the Lati⸗ 
nes, and other barbarous natios 
innumerable moſte excellent woz. 
men, but to the ende this wozke 
ſchulde not be to greate a volume, 
A ſtudped to be bacefe, Foꝛ Plu⸗ 
tarche 
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tatche, Ualerius, Bocattus, and 


many other haue wꝛittẽ the pratle 
ok noble women: Ind therkoꝛe J 
haue (poke but Iptel o£ their pꝛai⸗ 
ſes, but ouer paſſed berpe manpe 
thynges. Foꝛ why, J am not ſoo 
pꝛeſumptuous, to thynke my ſelke 


Oz. 


able, to cõpꝛehend in few woꝛdes, 


$ infynite nobylities a bertues o£ 
womẽ. Foꝛ who is able thꝛoughly 


and perfectly to recyte the infinite 


pꝛapſes of women, o£ whome we 
take all outelpfe and ſubſtaunce, 
and in whome is all the conſerua⸗ 
tion o£ mankynde, the whyche els 
ſhulde peryſhe and decay in Mort 
(rime son whome alfo cuery faints 
lpe and common welthedepen— 
bct? This thynge was well kno⸗ 
wen to the uttploct ok Nome, whi 
che bycauſe he lacked women, ra⸗ 
| up ſhed and carted away the £»as 

Jii. ^ bines 


c ONOSILITIE OY" ! 
bines Daughters, not doubtynge 
the cruel warre that ſhuld kolowe 
thervpon. Foz he knewe, that fus 
che an empire wolde in ſhoꝛt time 
periſſhe, yt they wanted women. 
And at laſte, whan the Capptoll 
was taken by tbe Sabpnes, and 
that in the myddes of the market 
place, they foughte moſte crucllye 
hande to hande, with the ſodapne 
runnynge ok the women betwene 
bothe the hoſtes, the battayle cel⸗ 
(cd: and at the laſte a peace being 
made, and a truce taken, they con 
cluded a perpetual amitie. Foz the 
whych caufe Romulus regeſtred 
theſe womens names in the cour⸗ 
tes and courte rolleg. And it was 
by tbe Romapucs allente decreed 
and wytten in the common ta⸗ 
bles that women Huld not grind 
atthe quyane, t102 dꝛudge in the 
f | kytchen 
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kitchen: noa the hulbande ſhulde 


not lay: vr ite, gtue the this:noz 
the tupfe: Hul bande, I gyue pou 
this: bycauſe they (Duipe knowe, 

that euery thpuge betwene theym 


was cõmon. And hereot at length id 


grewea cuſtom, that whan p nem 
Wedded wyke toas brought home, 
ſhe wolde ſaye: vbi tu, ego, that is 
where pon be loꝛde, J am ladpes 
where you be malſter, J am mapa 
ſtreſſe. Mozeouer, great honours 
tokengs ol high reuerence and bis 
gnitie we re bone to women by de⸗ 
cree ok the Senatours, as thele: 
that in the way they ſhulde go on 
the vpper hande: and that mon 
ſhuld rylſe on heir fete onto them 


c gyue them place. Furthermoꝛe, 


it was graunted theym, to weare 
purple garmentes, embꝛowdꝛed 
about with gold, oꝛnamentes deg 


Wi lft, ked. 
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Ked with pꝛecyous ſtones, rynges 
at thep2 eares, ⁊ chaynes of golde 
about theyz neckes. And it tuas at 
the laſt decreed by the emperours 
lawes, that as ofte ac any ſtatute 
was made in any place, kozbyd⸗ 
ding oꝛnamentes 02 appatayleto 
be woꝛne, women Moulde not be 
tompꝛehended vnder that lawe. 
Alſo it was granted theym, to rez 
ceyue herytage and fucceffíon of 
goodes, the funerals of women 
to be celebzate and honourablye 
kepte, as the kuneralles o£ noble 
men were. Foꝛ why on a time wha 
à gyfte ſhoulde be ſente to Apollo 
Delphicus, as Camtllus had vo 
wed, and that there was not loo 
moche golde in the cytte: the wo⸗ 
men ok theyz owne good wylles, 
bꝛought in the iewelles and ozna⸗ 
mentes of (Cep? bodies. ae 
| And 
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QT And tn the warre that Cyrus 
made agaynſt Aſttages, the Per⸗ 
{fans atmpe was by the caſtyga⸗ 
tion o£ women repꝛehended, and 
being newelp reſtoꝛed againe, op⸗ 
teyned a right woꝛthy byctoꝛye. 
Foꝛ the whiche dede Cyꝛus made 
a lawe, that kynges of the Perſi⸗ 
ang entrynge into the cytie. ſhuld 
paye to euerpe woman a piece of 
golde. The whiche thynge alſo 
hpnge Alexander, entrynge ttopfe 
into that citie payd twyſe. Ye and 
moze ouct, he commaunded the 
gykt to be doubled to women with 
chylde. So from the moſte aunci⸗ 
ent kynges of the Perſyans and 
Romapnes, yea from the very bez 
gynnyng of the citie of Rome and 
empire, women were hadde in all 
hygh honour and reuerence: and 
the very emperours theym felucs 
eſtemed 
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eſtemed theym motte highly. 107 
Juſtyntan the emperour, in ma⸗ 


kynge of lawes, thoughte it con⸗ 


uentente, to haue the countaplle 
and aduyſe of his wyke. And in 
an other place, the law fapth, that 
the topfe ſhyneth in the honour of 


her hulbande, and the bꝛightnes 


of his dignitie beautifieth her, foꝛ 
the higher the huſband is aduan⸗ 
ced in honour, the higher is his 
wyfe. Soo the Emperours wpke 
is callid empꝛeſſe, the kingis wike 
quene, the pꝛincis topfe, the pti 
ceſſe: and is therby enobled, howe 
lo we fo euer ſhe be of byzthe. Ind 
Ulpian the lawyer ſayth. 22 prince 
that is to ſaye, the Einperoure o2 
kynge, is aboue the lawes, and al 
though the empꝛeſſe is bonde by 
the laweg, yet the einperour krely 


granteth her as great pꝛiuileges 
os | as 
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us he hath hym (elfe, wWherfoze it 


ig permitted onto noble women, 
to fudge, to arbytrate and decyde 
matters, to doo and take homage 
and fealtte, to keepe courtes, and 
mynyſter Juſtyce amonge theyz 
tenauntes. Ind fo? this pour⸗ 
pofe, the woman map haue coue⸗ 
Gant ſeruauntes of her owne, as 
well as the man may: and a wo⸗ 
nanne map be tudge pea amonge 
ſtraungers . She mape alio gyue 
name to her kanulie and kynred: 
fo that the chyldern ſhalbe named 
after their mother, and not atteg 
their father. And in dyuerle pla⸗ 
ces o£ the lawecpuple, womenne 
haue, touchynge theyz doweries, 
many great pꝛiuileges graunted 
them. Where amonge other thyn⸗ 
ges it is oꝛdeyned, that a woman 
of good name and kame, ſhall pe 
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be impꝛyſoned fo2 dette, and the 


Judge, that commptteth her to 
pꝛyſon, (hall loſe his heed. Il (De 
be ſuſpected ol any faute, ſhe ſhal 
be putte into a monaſterpe oz fez 
crete place, oꝛ eiles be delyuerid to 
womẽ, to be impꝛyſoned by them. 
Foꝛ the lawe fapthe, 22 woman is 
of better ſtate and condition than 
à man: and alſo in one ſelłe kynd 
of offence, the manne treſpaſſeth 
moze than the woman. voherfoze 
the man taken in auoutrte, lofeth 
his head: but the woman aduou⸗ 

terer is put into à monaſterpe. 
2150 the Lawyer gethereth mo pit 
uiledges foꝛthe womenne in his 
Summe and bzieke Innotation 
bpon the title named, Ad Senatus 
conſultum uelleianum, c Speculator 
vponthe title De renuntiationibus, 
Allo tbe auncpente lawe m 
| Berg 
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fers and ſtablyſhers of common 
wealthes, the moſte graue, tuple, 
and pꝛudent menne, L.tcurgus J 
(ap, and Plato, knowynge berpe 
welle by the ſecretes of Phylolo⸗ 
phy, that women were not inkeri⸗ 
ours to men, neyther in excellen⸗ 
cpeot mynde, noꝛ in ſtrengthe ol 
bodpe, no2 in dyguitte of Nature, 
but Ipke able bute all thynges, 
decreed and made laweg, that wo⸗ 
men ſhoulde exerciſe ſuche map⸗ 
{tries ag men vled, yea all feates 
perteynynge to the warre, in the 
bowe, in the llynge, in hurlynge 
of ſtones, in ſhotpnge, in kygh⸗ 
tynge in armour, as well on hoꝛs 
backe as on koote, in pyrchyng ol 
tentes, in ſettynge men in arrape. 
and couductynge ok an hoſte:and 
to be bꝛiefe, they oꝛdeyned, that 
women ſhuld as cõmonly as "- 

ls ple 
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ple all maner exetcyſes. Lette vs 
rede Waiters of antiquitte, woꝛthy 
to be beleued, and we Mall fpnbe, 
that in Getulia, Bactrig, and Gal 
letta, the maner was, that mete 
gaue them ſelfes to eate and delt⸗ 
cat, and the women to plow and 
tylle the fieldes, to buylde, to bye 
and ſel, to ryde, to go on warkare, 
and to do all other thynges, loht⸗ 
che nowe amonge vs the men do. 
Amonge the Cantabꝛians, men 


gaue Dowerpe to the women, bꝛe⸗ 


therne were gyuen to mariage by 
theyꝛ ſyſters, Doughters were ap⸗ 
poynted to be heltes. Among! the 


Scythians, tbe Thꝛacians, and 


Frenche menne, all woꝛthy dedes 
bere as cõmonly done bp women 
as by men, and in matters coucer⸗ 
nynge warre and peace, women 
were called to councelle, to gyue 


i 
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theyꝛ aduyſe and ſentence. vVohich 
thynge the Cruce that tbe Celtes 


made with Danntball, dothe well 


declare to be trewe, by theſe woz⸗ 
des: Ik any of the Celtes com⸗ 
playne, to haue had wꝛonge of az 
ny of the Carthaginences:ok that 
thing let the rulers a officers of P 
Carthaginences, oꝛ cls the capy⸗ 
taynes which (hal be in Spayne, 
be iudges: If any of the Cartha 
ginences hath hadde any wꝛonge 


done hym, by anpe ok the Celtes, 


lette the women ok the Celtes be 
iuges, and determyne that thyng. 


But by the great tyranny of men. 
pꝛeuaylynge ageinſt the lawes o£. 
god and nature, luch libertie was 


gyuen to women. 
Thou toylte faye, that is nowe 


koʒbydden by lawes, aboliſhed by 
cuſtome, exkincted bp educatton. 


Joz 
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Foz anon as a woman ts boꝛne e⸗ 
uen from her tntancp, ſhe is kept 
at home in ydelnes, aas thoughe 
fhe were Diinete koꝛ any hygher 
bulyneſſe, ſhe is ꝑmitted to know 
no farther, than her nedle and her 
thꝛeede. And than whan (De coms 
meth to age, able to be maried. Me 
is delyuered to the rule and gouer 
nance ol atelous huſband, o2els 
ſhe is perpetually ſhutte vy in a 
cloſe nountye. And all oftpces bez 
longynge to the common foeale, 
be foꝛbydden theym by the laweg. 
Non it is not permitted to a wo⸗ 
man, though the be very wiſe und 
prudent, to pleade a cauſe before 
a Juge. Furthermore, they be ves 
pelled in iurisdictton, in arbiters 
ment, in adoption, in intercelſion, 
in pꝛocuration, oꝛ to be gardeyns 
03 tutours, in caules teltamétary 
and 
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and criminall. Illo they be repel⸗ 


led. rome pꝛeachynge of goddes 


woꝛde, agaynſt expꝛeſſe and playn 


ſcriptute, in whyche the holy goſt 


pꝛomiſed onto them by Johel the 
prophet ſateng: und pour daugh⸗ 
ters (hall pꝛophecie and pꝛeache: 
ipkeas thep taught openly in the 
tyme ok the apoſtels: as it is well 
kno bien, chat anna the wydowe 


johel. 3. 


of Oymcon, the daughters ok 


Shllyp, and Pꝛiſcilla, the wyfe of 
Aquila pode. Wut the vnwoꝛthy 
dealyng of the later lawe makers 
ts fo great, that bꝛeakyng goddes 
commaundemente, to ſtablyſſhe 
theyz otone traditions, they haue 
pꝛonounced openlye, that women 
otbertopfe in excellenty of nature, 
bignitie, and honour nott noble, 


be in candteton moze vyle than all 
men: And thus by thele lawes. 
LA G the 
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the women being fubbetoeb as oe 
were by force of armes, are con⸗ 
ſtrained to giue place to men, and 
fo obeye theyꝛ ſubdewers, not by 


no naturall, no diuyne neceſſitie 
oꝛ teaſon, but by cuſtome, educa⸗ 
ton, koztune, and a certayne tp: 


P tanufcall occalſton. | 


Ceneſ. 2. 


e. Pet. 3. 


¶Furthermoꝛe, there be ſomme 
men, whyche bp relygton, clapme 
authozttte ouer women, and they 
pꝛoue thep2 tyꝛanny by holy ſcrip⸗ 
ture :the whiche haue this curled. 


ſapenge, ſpoben to Cue, contynu⸗ 


ally in theyz monto: Thou Halt 
be vnder the power of man, and 
he (Hatt haue Lozoz(Dpp. ouer the. 
But yt᷑ it be anſwered bnto them, 
that Chae. toke atoaye that cur⸗ 
(ro ſapenge: they wplliobiccte a⸗ 


Ad e . geyne the woꝛdes of {Deter ; wich 
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Nette women be in ſubiectton ok 
they huſoandeg. Lette women in 
the: churche kepe ſylence. But he 
that knoweth the dyuerg kygures 


of. Scripture, and the eficctes of. 
the lame, ſhall loone ſe, that thele 
thynges be not repugnant but in 
the rynde. Foꝛ this is the oꝛder in 
the churche, that men in mintſtra⸗ 
tion (all be preferred before wo⸗ 
men: lpke ag the Jewes in pꝛo⸗ 
mylſton are before the Greekes: 
pet neuerthelelle God is not accep 
ter of perſoneg. Jo in Chelſt nets 
ther male o2 kemale ig of value, 
ris a newe creature. Aud maupe 
chlugen were perinttted onto mé, 
foathe bardencile and crueltie of 
they hartes ngcyuſte women: ag 
in times pat buttoace 8 were gran⸗ 
ted vnto the Jeweg, whiche koꝛ al 
that nothyng hurteth the dignitte 
qj. G. li. et 


oM. 2. 
Cr. 
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ok women: But whan men comms 
mytte offence and erre, the women 

haue power of Judgement ouer 

theym, to the great (ame and re⸗ 

buke ok menne. Ind that qutene 
Saba ſhall tubae the men ol Je⸗ 

„K ruſalem. Therkoze they, whyche 
n beynge iuſtityed by kayth: ate be⸗ 
come the founcs of Ddzaham, the 
chylderne J (ap of prompfiton,be 
lubdewed fo a woman, and boun⸗ 

den by the cõmandement ok god, 
ſapenge to Abꝛaham : what to e⸗ 

tree Sara faith buto the, kolo bo it. 

Gener, ¶ Mole at latte, bactelp to recol⸗ 
lecte, Fyꝛſte, J haue ſhewed the 

great extellencp of womanzynd, 

bp her name, oꝛder, place, and mat 

ter, and what greate dignitie he 

Hath obteined of god aboue man: 
Farther J haue declared it by ves 

jpglon, nature, humapne saat 
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bp divers authozities.reaſon and 
examples, myngling one with an 
other. And pet haue J not lo mo⸗ 
che layd, but that J haue lett mos 
che moe bulpoken. Foꝛ neyther 
Ambition. 102 the cauſe of myne 
obne commendation, but my du⸗ 
tie and the bery truthe moued me 
to wꝛyte: leſt that J. as one coms 
myttynge lacrilege (holdynge mp 
peace ſhuld feme pziuply to ſteale 
and bꝛibe away by a certapn wyc⸗ 
hed lilence, krom fo noble a kpnde, 

the laudes and pꝛeyſes due to it, 
ag it were, buctenge in the groũd 
the talente that god hathe gyuen 
me. But pk anpe man moze cuxp⸗ 
dus than J, chal kynde any argus 
ment o2 realon, that hath elcaped 
me, whyche he thynbeth wozchpe 
to be added to this mp baoke. 3 
| woll not recken my [efe blamed, 
: but 
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bur rather holen hem tn that 

| fs mp too2be, by bts Wee 
und counnynge, he wolle, 
make better. There⸗ 
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